                                                         “Does the cross give unqualified blessings?”

     In our journey on this earth there are a lot of things which affects our human (physical life) and our being (spiritual life). As Christians our being empowers us to withstand the pressures from the human side. Sometimes our spiritual side and human side encounters gloomy and shady experiences, which often will lead us to backslide. But most times our Lord and Savior bless us with spontaneous happiness which all of us are not even qualified. My recently study of the nature of God’s blessings on His people brought me to an astonishing passages from the Old Testament.  These passages are familiar to most of us, but after reading them and critically relating them to the blessings of the “cross”; I asked myself this question, “Does the cross gives unqualified blessings”?  As people of one faith, your answer may sound like mine!
In the book of Genesis we read of a story about how Jacob snatched his brother, Esau’s blessings. Jacob broke a law and a trend which was in existence period for centuries. That law was “birth rights blessings”. “Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me these two times. He took away my birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.”(Gen 27:36).   From that same book we also learned how Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons, Manasseh and Ephraim “So Joseph brought them from beside his knees, and he bowed down with his face to the earth.  And Joseph took them both, Ephraim with his right hand toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh with his left hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him….  Now when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him; so he took hold of his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head.  And Joseph said to his father, “Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.” But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know.”(Gen 48:12-13, 17-19). 
These stories are filled with a lot of questions-- questions that the Old Law couldn’t explain.  “Why did God even allow such blessings to take place?”  “Why did God hurt innocent and rightful people?”  “Is God going to allow same thing to happen to me?”  These are the questions I asked myself.  My heart trembled and recoiled about losing my blessings to someone. But I learned amazing thing about Jacob’s blessings to Joseph’s sons. The Bible says he “crossed” his hands, blessing Ephraim with this sign.  What is in the power of the “cross”?

                                                                  Blessings of the Cross
Through Paul, by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are given hope not to fear what has been established. The cross of Christ gives believers hope of redemption from something which is bound to happen against us. In Galatians 3:13-14, he said “ But by becoming a curse for us Christ has redeemed us from the curse that the Law brings; for the scripture says, Anyone who is hanged on a cross is under God's curse. Christ did this in order that the blessing which God promised to Abraham might be given to the Gentiles by means of Christ Jesus, so that through faith we might receive the Spirit promised by God”. God in His wisdom is blessing us with things we are not qualified for through His son by faith. He is sanctifying us from the cancers, depressing, failures we have genetically inherited from our parents, society and the world.  
The cross (Christ) blesses everyone who trusts in Him. We don’t need to be the first or last to receive His blessings. The cross does not hurt, but it gives joy.  It gives joy to the sad, hope to the hopeless and blessings to the cursed. 

As believers, it is our duty to go beyond believing.  We must learn how to trust.  We need to trust in Him in times of our difficulties, supplications and uncertainties.  We need to condition our minds to believe that there is no preference and boundary in tapping into the blessings of our lord.  Through His grace, kindness and mercies we will not live in shame, suffering and mockery. Difficult times are the moments God test our faith and our understanding in His words. In Christ we qualify for every good thing in Him. May God bless you to understand the loving nature of the “cross” and what has done for us.            

